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Committee meeting 27-28 February 2017

Joint meeting CULT-EMPL  

EUROPASS

The EMPL and the CULT Committees met for a first debate on the Commission
proposal for the EUROPASS revision (legislative report), and for a broader first
exchange of views on the so-called “New Skills Agenda for Europe” (own-initiative
report). These two files will be dealt with under Rule 55 – meaning that, for each,
the CULT and EMPL Rapporteurs will draft a joint report to be voted jointly by
both Committees. Because education and employment are interlinked, the joint
reports will help to ensure the necessarily coherent and systemic approach to the
Commissions initiatives in these fields.

The revision of EUROPASS comes as part of a broader framework, the
comprehensive initiative by the Commission “A new Skills Agenda for Europe”.

EUROPASS has been an important tool to help individuals present their skills,
qualifications and experience and it should keep doing so in more innovative
ways to keep pace with the fast technological change and new ways of learning,
teaching and working.

Whilst there is broad support for the revision and update of European tools and
services in the area of skills, competences and qualifications to adapt them to
technological developments, there are as well some concerns regarding some
elements of the proposal, namely governance, the reference to ESCO (European
Skills/Competences, qualifications and Occupations), collection,   protection and
ownership of data, and the shift from voluntary to compulsory regarding the use
of some of the tools by Member States.

Both Rapporteurs agreed that the concerns raised by several Member States
should be addressed in the joint report and reiterated the need for EUROPASS to
continue to serve its main purpose - to ensure that tools and services reflect the
needs of users and are developed to be coherent, relevant, user-friendly, inclusive,
flexible and future-proof. 

 

In this edition

Joint meeting CULT-EMPL on Europass
and a new skills agenda
Votes on:

European Year of Cultural
Heritage
European Capitals of Culture
Marrakesh Treaty
European Gigabit Society and 5G

Consideration of draft opinions:
Copyright in the Digital Single
Markets
EFSI Implementation
Broadcasting regulation

Structured dialogue with the European
Youth Forum
Mission to Pafos

A NEW SKILLS AGENDA FOR EUROPE

The Communication “A new Skills Agenda for Europe” calls on EU countries and stakeholders to improve the quality of skills and their
relevance for the labour market. It looks to reduce the number of Europeans lacking adequate reading, writing, numeracy and digital
skills and plans a number of actions to ensure that the right training, the right skills and the right support is available to people in the
EU.

Whereas there was a broad consensus on the fact that skills are a pathway to employability and prosperity, it was stressed that
employability should not be the main goal of education and training. Education and training have an important role in ensuring that
the human and civic values we share are safeguarded and passed on to future generations, to promote freedom of thought and
expression, social inclusion and respect for others, as well as to prevent and tackle discrimination in all its forms. Together with
employability, these elements shape the individual and prepare him/her to face or anticipate changes and to be active citizens.

Procedure file (Europass) Procedure file (New Skills Agenda for Europe)
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European Capitals of Culture 
Adoption of draft  (report Santiago FISAS AYXELÀ, EPP)

CULT voted on the draft legislative report on “Establishing a
Union action for European Capitals of Culture for year 2020 to
2033” and on the mandate to enter into negotiations with the
Council and the Commission. The aim of the draft report is to
modify Decision 445\2014 by giving EFTA\EEA countries
(Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein) access to the European
Capitals of Culture scheme and to update the calendar for the
order of Capitals accordingly.

Procedure file

Gigabit Society and 5G
Adoption of draft opinion (Silvia COSTA, S&D)

The opinion on 5G achieved unanimous support within the
Committee, with 29 votes in favour, none against and no
abstentions. The final opinion stresses that faster and better
connectivity through 5G can help considerably in enhancing
teaching methods, creating better opportunities for distance
learning and, more broadly, improving digital skills and media
literacy. It also highlights the scope for 5G development to help
close the digital divide among citizens, particularly between
urban and rural areas. Finally, the opinion underscores the
potential to revolutionise access to, and dissemination of,
content, whilst at the same time providing new opportunities for
cultural and creative industries.

Procedure file

 

 

European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018
Vote on agreed text (Mircea DIACONU, ALDE)

On 9 February 2017, European Parliament representatives and
Council reached a provisional agreement on a decision
establishing a European Year of Cultural Heritage (2018).The
European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018 will support cultural
activities and projects to protect, safeguard, re-use, develop and
promote Europe’s shared cultural heritage. The European
Parliament secured an €8 million budget for these activities and
managed to assure the EP's active involvement in the
management of the Year. The deal still needs to be endorsed by
Parliament as a whole.

Procedure file

Marrakesh Treaty
Adoption of draft (Helga TRÜPEL, Greens/EFA,opinions 

and Angel DZHAMBAZKI, ECR) 

The vote on the two "Marrakesh" files reflected a very broad
consensus in the CULT committee both on the opinion on the
Directive on “Permitted uses of works and other subject-matter
protected by copyright and related rights for the benefit of
person who are blind, visually impaired or otherwise print
disabled (Rapporteur: Helga TRÜPEL), with 28 votes in favour, 1
against and no abstention, and on the opinion on the proposal
for a Regulation on “Cross-border exchange between the Union
and third countries of accessible format copies of certain works
and other subject-matter protected by copyright and related
rights for the benefit of person who are blind, visually impaired
or otherwise print disabled” (Rapporteur: Angel DZHAMBAZKI),
which even achieved unanimity (29 votes in favour, no
abstention). This confirmed the will of the Members to endorse
the Commission's approach and to refrain from introducing any
barriers into EU legislation that might reduce the effectiveness of
the Marrakesh Treaty. In order to foster exchange between
Member States and with third countries, the CULT committee
suggests establishing a single online database containing
information about works available in accessible format copies.

Procedure file (Directive)

Procedure file (Regulation)
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 Copyright in the Digital Single Market
Consideration of draft opinion (Marc JOULAND, EPP)

In setting out his draft opinion – and explaining the context of
the Commission proposal – the Rapporteur underscored that his
(and the Commission’s) primary aim was to ensure balance
between rightholders and consumers and to ensure that the
new legal framework is fit for purpose in the digital age. The
opinion seeks to clarify and strengthen the text on the new
mandatory exceptions for text and data mining, cross-border
teaching and cultural heritage preservation. It also aims to
improve legal certainty in Article 13 (“value gap” provisions) by
creating a sub-category of information society service providers
– “digital content platform providers” – and clarifying their
obligations vis-à-vis rightholders. The opinion leaves intact the
essence of the Commission’s proposal on a new related right for
press publishers, but reduces the proposed duration of that right
to 3 years from 20. It also boosts the scope for creators to
enforce their right to fair remuneration by allowing them to act
collectively and thereby reduces the potential chilling effect for
individual creators of initiating a dispute. Finally, the opinion
introduces new mandatory exceptions for panorama, never-in-
commerce works and, notably, for user-generated content.

Members welcomed the draft opinion and shared his
overarching aim of striking the right balance in the copyright
reform. However, several questioned whether the related right
for press publishers contained in the Commission proposal was
appropriate and suggested slightly different approaches on how
to deal with the “value gap”. Others proposed some fine-tuning
of the provisions governing mandatory exceptions, though
misgivings were voiced on the introduction of a new “user-
generated content” exception.

EFSI Implementation 
Consideration of draft opinion (Jill EVANS, Greens/EFA)

With the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) now
nearly 18 months old and a revised Regulation on the table, the
draft opinion charts progress to date in the implementation of
the Fund. It notes with disappointment the limited spending so
far on education and training and cultural and creative industries
(CCIs). The opinion argues that EFSI offers potential
opportunities for CCIs in particular, but that better
communication is needed to raise awareness and more targeted
sector-specific support is required. This means, inter alia,
ensuring that the European Investment Advisory Hub is
adequately resourced and able to operate more effectively at the
national and local level. Nevertheless, the opinion questions
whether EFSI can really deliver for the education sector due to
legal restrictions on borrowing and calls, therefore, for funding
diverted from Horizon 2020 to EFSI to be restored. Finally, it
argues for greater synergies between EFSI and other sources of
EU funding and urges the Commission to frontload the Creative
Europe Guarantee Facility through EFSI.

Members were very supportive of the Rapporteur’s approach,
concurring with her diagnosis of the challenges and backing
many of the points she raised.

Both the Commission and the EIB placed EFSI in its broader
context and underlined that education facilities have been
funded as part of larger infrastructure projects under EFSI. Both
supported the points raised on the need for better
communication and enhanced support and the Commission
pledged that, by the second half of 2017, top-of the Creative
Europe Guarantee Facility would begin.  

Procedure file
Amendments deadline: 9 March 2017 at 14.00
Committee vote: 4 May 2017

Procedure file
Amendments deadline: 3 March 2017 at 11.00
Committee vote: 25 April 2017

Broadcasting regulation (CabSat 2.0) - Consideration of draft opinion (Petra KAMMEREVERT, S&D)

The Commission proposal seeks to bring the current legal copyright framework into line with the significant technological changes in
the field of broadcasting and retransmission over the last decade by extending the basic principles of the CabSat Directive (Council
Directive 93/83/EC) to ancillary online services. Specifically, it aims to promote cross-border provision of those services and to facilitate
retransmissions of television and radio programmes originating in other Member States. The proposal thus set outs to facilitate the
clearance of rights for ancillary online services by introducing (a) a “country of origin” principle and (b) the clearance of rights for
retransmission services provided over closed networks (other than cable), by introducing rules on mandatory collective management.

The draft opinion argues that services broadcast over an open internet access service should fall within the scope of the Regulation
under specific conditions and that the principles of territorial exploitation of rights and contractual freedoms should be maintained. It
also underlines that a sustainable remuneration model for the full retransmission of broadcasting organisations’ online services
requires an extended collective licensing model to be applied. During the exchange of views, Members raised concerns on the
extension of the country of origin principle to all online audiovisual content owing to the potential for increased user costs and the
possible impact on linguistic and content diversity of content. Concerns were also voiced on the possibility that contractual freedom
may be undermined.

Procedure file Amendments deadline: 7 March 2017 at 14.00 Committee vote: 4 May 2017
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The European Youth Forum   
Structured dialogue

The dialogue with the European Youth Fourm – now a fixture in the CULT calendar – focused on the importance of integrating
young people into society, ensuring they are well-equipped and engaging their interest in political and social debate. In other
words, it hinged on the and the need toyouth empowerment and political participation  design the right life skills for young

to meet the challenges of the present, but also prepare for the future!  people  

The Vice-President of the EYF and Chair of the European Structured Dialogue Steering Committee,  Ms Carina AUTENGRUBER,
underlined the importance of taking into account the views of young people in the policy-making process through a structured
and open dialogue.

Ms Diane DELAVA, a young delegate from Belgium, made a brief presentation setting out the recommendation for citizenship
education from the Riga Youth Conference. She sees high-quality civic education as key to developing critical thinking, which in
turn helps young people targeted by extremist and populist movements and systematically exposed to hate speech to stave off
those risks. Civic education has to teach life skills and attitudes that allow young people from different backgrounds to be included
and active citizens.

The last two representatives of the EYF, Mr Andrea CASAMENTI and Ms Kristen AIGRO, stressed the importance of access to quality
information. In other words, schools, by becoming part of EU programmes, can train young people to better understand the
current debate in society and politics. They argued that young people need to develop their critical thinking and media literacy in
order to become agents for change in society. A good tool and a recommendation they formulated was the possible future
establishment of a common legal framework on validation of non-formal education. Programmes like Erasmus + and Europe for
Citizens play a vital role in this process.

Members of the CULT committee were very pleased with the presentations and the recommendations that were formulated and
discussed a number of issues with the EYF representatives. Ms Sabine Verheyen, EPP Coordinator, expressed her full support for
youth organisations and underlined the need to further increase the Erasmus+ budget post-2020.   Ms Krystyna Lybacka (S&D)
spoke on the importance of finding the right model for non-formal education and its validation. Jill Evans (Greens) hailed the
greater participation of young people in political life and underlined that, if the age to vote in the UK referendum had been 16, the
outcome might have been different. Finally, Ms Silvia Costa (S&D Coordinator) and Ms Michaela Sojdrova (EPP) expressed their
strong support for youth organisations and pledged, as elected MEPs, to stand up for young people.  
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Mission to Pafos

From 20 to 22 February, the CULT Committee sent a delegation to one of the two 2017 European Capitals of Culture, Pafos in
Cyprus. The delegation held a series of meetings with the Pafos2017 organising committee, as well as with the Cypriot Minister for
Education and Culture, the President of the Cypriot Parliament and the Parliament’s Standing Committees on Educational Affairs
and Culture and on Foreign and European Affairs. In Pafos, the delegation also had a chance to see for themselves some of the
exhibitions already underway as part of the Capital of Culture and to visit some of the city’s cultural highlights. On the first
evening, they attended a screening of the film “Beloved Days” – organised by Mr Mavrides – which helped to set the context for
the visit.

Indeed, one of the overwhelming messages from the delegation visit was that Cyprus and its people feel very keenly the wounds
of division. The delegation in fact played out against a backdrop of yet further setbacks in the ongoing negotiations on the future
of Cyprus. Yet, Pafos2017 offered in many respects a message of hope. With its upbeat motto “Linking Continents, Building
Bridges” referencing both its own desire to overcome past struggles and its geographical location and its aim to use public spaces
as an “Open Air Factory” a clear sign that it is determined to make the most of its limited budget (the smallest ever!), Pafos2017
had an infectious enthusiasm. The delegation particularly welcomed efforts to involve people of all ages and from all backgrounds
in the Capital of Culture and wishes Pafos2017 all the best for the year ahead.

Delegation: Petra KAMMEREVERT (Chair), Helga TRÜPEL, Silvia COSTA, Julie WARD, Bogdan Andrzej ZDROJEWSKI, Momchil NEKOV,
Jadwiga WISNIEWSKA, Costas MAVRIDES, Demetris PAPADAKIS
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Further reading

In this non exhaustive list you  find recent articles/publications which might be of interest to you:can

Goodbye, maths and English. Hello, teamwork and communication?

Too hot, too cold. What porridge can tell us about women in science

Parallel lives: how the Brexit vote revealed Britain's divided culture

The digital revolution is destroying our democracies. It doesn’t have to be that way

 

The next committee meeting:

22 March 2017 at 9.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30

and 23 March 2017 at 9.00-12.30 

 

Useful links

  CULT Committee website
Meeting documents

  Calendar of meetings
Events

 

Policy Department Publications in the EP
European Parliament - Think Thank
DG EAC Newsletter
The Maltese Presidency of the Council

About the editor

European Parliament
Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union 
Secretariat on Culture and Education

Subscription

To subscribe please contact the CULT
secretariat:
cult-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
 
 

 The items contained herein are drafted by the CULT secretariat of the European Parliament and are provided for general information:Disclaimer
purposes only.   The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official
position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations.   The
secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.
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